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What do you do for Christmas and the New Year in your country?

In Angola, all families normally gather together at grandparent's house 2 days before Christmas day and
prepare food for the Christmas dinner that starts at midnight on December 25th. Normally we cook a lot of food
and arrange it on a big table since the Angolan family tends to be always big in number.
We cook traditional Angola food and bake a lot of cakes and cookies. Sweets are given to the
kids. We wear red and white clothes and pray before we start eating and stay awake
till morning if possible. We sing Christmas songs and dance. During the Christmas
dinner, we decorate the house with ornaments, lights, candles, Christmas tree, and
small sculptures that represents Jesus. After the dinner is over we sit in the living
room, open Christmas presents and thank the person who bought them.
Macrine

In the Philippines, on Christmas Eve we celebrate Noche Buena. The Noche Buena is a
Yuletide feast in which family members gather and dine together on a traditional Xmas fare at
around midnight. Noche Buena is also the time families open their Christmas presents. New
Year’s celebrations are always loud and lively. Extended family gathers together for a midnight
meal after mass and welcomes the New Year with fireworks and loud trumpets. We turn on all
electricity and music to ward off bad spirits. Some kids would also jump as they believe jumping
can make them taller. We also usually wear either polka dots or the color red to signify good
luck and prosperity for the New Year. There is also a superstition wherein we have to put 12
different kinds of round fruits on the table for prosperity throughout the year.
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